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120 Windsor Place, Syracuse, NY 13210 
Notes to Accompany Certificate of Appropriateness Application 

 
All work will be performed by Hunter Springs Landscape Artisans and their sub-contractors: 
https://www.hunterspringslandscape.com 
 
REAR YARD 
 
Tree work 
 Large silver maple to be removed on advice of arborist – damaged. 
 See “Fence” below for other tree work. 
 
Fence 

Replace existing chain-link fence, broken in places, with wooden privacy fence.   
Requires tree stumps to be removed and several trees to be removed. 
1x6 western red cedar fence pickets attached to 4x4 pressure treated posts and 2x4 
pressure treated rails.  Posts will include caps.   
Cedar fence boards will alternate sides in a shadowbox style, giving the same appearance 
from both side of the fence, and helping with wind shear. 
6' high in rear and 4' high on north and south sides. The SW and NW corners will be built 
on 45 degrees for function and aesthetics.  Fence to run to the front of the house on the 
north side. https://www.arrowfence.net/residential-fence/custom-privacy-fence/.    
 

 
 
Rear landscaping 

Add boulder steppingstones to transition from upper and lower lawn areas. 
Add boulders inserted into slope between upper and lower lawn areas. 
Add steppingstones in stone mulch along narrow path on the north side of the house. 

 
Shed 

Add shed to bottom northwest corner of yard. Blue painted wood sides with white trim to 
match the house colors.  35-year architectural asphalt shingles on the shed roof, of a 
similar color to the house roof. 
12’x12’ crushed stone base.  Shed will be 8’x10’.  Approximate height is 10' 10”.  
 

https://www.hunterspringslandscape.com/
https://www.arrowfence.net/residential-fence/custom-privacy-fence/
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Classic A frame design.  A simpler version of the potting shed below – no cupolas, 
window boxes, dormers, ornamental shutters, etc.   
https://theamishstructures.com/amish-built-syracuse-sheds-for-sale/  
 

 
 
Steps to rear yard 

Replacing badly damaged brick steps. Existing black iron railing will be reused or 
duplicated by Raulli Ironworks: https://www.raulliiron.com/  
 
UCara block system used for all steps and retaining walls throughout. The proposed 
facing throughout the project is U-Cara pitched finish in steel mountain color. Steps will 
have natural bluestone treads.   

https://unilock.com/product/u-cara-new-york/   
 
SIDE AND FRONT OF HOUSE 
 
Drainage 

Current situation: In a heavy rain, water pools significantly and for an extended period at 
the bottom of the driveway.  In extremely wet weather it will flow under the garage doors 
and into the basement.   
 
Proposed solution: Create a trench drain from the end of the driveway where the water 
puddles, down the south side of the yard.  This is part of a broader drainage plan in these 
renovations, which includes existing drain spouts draining into new underground 
drainpipes around the house.  

https://theamishstructures.com/amish-built-syracuse-sheds-for-sale/
https://www.raulliiron.com/
https://unilock.com/product/u-cara-new-york/
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Retaining wall – end of driveway 
Remove wrought iron fence at end of driveway. Re-use existing wrought iron fence on 
top of new retaining wall. 
Cut into earth bank to lengthen driveway to ease entrance into existing garage.  Currently 
the second garage bay (the most westerly one) is almost impossible to get a car into as it 
is so close to the fence. 
Build new retaining wall using the UCara block system -- pitched finish facing in steel 
mountain color and topped with natural bluestone coping stones. 
 

Retaining wall – side of driveway 
Remove an unsightly grassy bank next to the house, edged with lumps of concrete, that 
holds moisture against the south side of the house.  Add narrow retaining wall using 
UCara block system -- pitched finish facing in steel mountain color and topped with 
natural bluestone coping stones -- and new drainage.   
 

Driveway 
Widen driveway to front of property. The driveway is too narrow for modern vehicles 
and the asphalt is failing.  The existing driveway surface and concrete walkway will be 
removed, and a new driveway/walkway installed, resulting in a 12ft wide asphalt 
driveway with a 3ft wide paved walkway.  The rebuilding of the front steps will help with 
this as they will be moved back somewhat from the driveway. 

 
Steps and landing to front door 

Current situation: The existing brick front steps are crumbling badly and are a hazard. 
Proposed solution: Remove the current steps and landing and reconstruct them using 
UCara block system -- U-Cara pitched finish in steel mountain color. Steps will have 
natural bluestone treads.  Existing black iron railings will be reused or duplicated by 
Raulli Ironworks: https://www.raulliiron.com/  
 
Add new seating area adjacent to house with bluestone patio. This reconstruction would 
tie in aesthetically with the design of the retaining walls along the length of the driveway. 

 
Front garden 

A second lower retaining wall will run from the steps to the front door down to the road.  
Install landscaping and planting to the front garden as shown on the plan. 

Revised:  9ft driveway from street to front steps, opening to 12ft to rear.

https://www.raulliiron.com/
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w/Base Course

Perforated Drain
with Filter Sock
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Filter Cloth (if required)

U-Cara
Coping Unit

U-Cara
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Infill Soil

Foundation
Soil

Retained
SoilGeogrid Length: 1.4m [4.5 ft]

PAVERS & WALLS

®

Engineering design by RisiStone Inc.

RisiStone

UNILOCK.COM    1-800-UNILOCK

S O N O M A  S T O N E ®

RETAINING WALL GEOGRID SECTION

1420mm (4.66ft) Site: 3H:1V Slope - Clays    Infill: Granular

REF: U-Cara_Grid Reinforced_3-1 Slope Load_4.7ft_1.42m

®

Notes:

1. This design meets or exceeds the minimum factors of safety required by Risi Stone Systems based on the design parameters listed above.  The analysis was performed as outlined in the
National Concrete Masonry Association Design Manual for Segmental Retaining Walls, Third Edition. This is a typical, non site-specific Design.

2. No analysis of global stability, total or differential settlement, or seismic effects has been performed.

3. This design is only provided to illustrate the general arrangement of the SRW structure for preliminary costing and feasibility purposes only.  This drawing is not for construction.  A qualified
Engineer must be retained to provide the Final Design prior to construction.

4. Structures such as handrails, guardrails, fences, terraces, and site conditions such as water applications, drainage and soil conditions, additional live and dead loads, etc., have significant
effects on the wall design and have not been taken into account in this typical section.  When accounted for in the Final Design, other conditions and elements may result in additional design

5. For geogrid reinforced structures, a minimum Long Term Allowable Design Strength of 14 kN/m was assumed.

Contact your manufacturer or Risi Stone Systems for a list of approved geogrid reinforcements.

measures (geogrid, drainage, etc) and cost.

50kPa (1050 psf).

Effective
NR

kPa (lb/sq.ft)
Cohesion

NR - Not Required

Soil
Notes

NR NR NR

20 (127)

Soil Region

Foundation

35

22 (140)

Infill

Design Specific Soil Information

GW

Effective

kN/cu.m (lb/cu.ft)

Internal Friction

Moist Unit

(by USCS)
Description

Weight

Angle

20 (127)

28

CL

Retained

28

CL

22 (140)

39

GW

Base

NR

NR

see infill

Drainage

Well graded, free
draining Granular

Inorganic Clays
Low Plasticity

Well graded, free
draining Granular

Inorganic Clays
Low Plasticity

Gravel infill must
be well graded,
angular, free drain
w/max. 8% fines

Crushed Gravel
(free draining) 
compacted to 98%
SPD.

Allowable bearing 
cap.must exceed

Undisturbed
dense soil or
well compacted
Eng. fill.

Placed in 150mm
(6") lifts and 
compacted to 95%
SPD.

NR

System
Retaining Wall

Design Specific Geometric Information

mm (in)

of Wall
Batter

Maximum Height

kPa (lb/sq.ft)

Max. Surcharge

Maximum Slope

Above Wall

Above Wall

5.5 Base Dimension
mm (in)

mm (in)
Compacted

Embedment
Depth of

See Notes

See Notes

NoneMaximum Slope

and Manufacturer

kN/m (lb/ft)
Geogrid LTDS

Below Wall

Minimum

Geogrid TypeU-Cara w/ Geogrid

1420 (55)

1V:3H

None 150 (6)

656 x 150 (26 x 6)
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SHEET TITLE:

SHEET NO.

Lisa J Gorney

3 - 27 - 2023

1/4” = 1’

CONCEPT
 PLAN
REVISED 

Lorem ipsum

BOULDER STEPPERS

 SHED

LAWN

LAWN

LAWN

STEPS

STEPS

DRIVEWAY

RETAINING WALL

RETAINING
WALL

TRENCH DRAIN

EXISTING PLANTS
TO REMIAN

RAISED GARDEN
BEDS

SEATING AREA
PHASE 2

LANDING

LAMP POST

 STONE MULCH

(6)SMOOTH HYDRANGEA #3

(9)NATIVE DAYLILY

EXISTING PLANTS
TO REMAIN

BOULDER INSERTED
INTO SLOPE

HOUSE

9'

118'

27'

12'
20'

22'

3'

*36'4" @ 3'H

4'8"

8'2"
7'

7'

11'4"

4'

*14.5'@3.5'H

*9.5'@2.5'H

6'

6'

BRICK WALKWAY

 STONE MULCH

CITY WALKWAYFENCE GATE

FENCE

FENCE

EXISTING STEPS

EXISTING TREE

4.5'

12'9"

*9.5'@3'H *10.5'@2'H *9.5'@1'H

29.5'

PROJECT NOTES:

*TOP OF WALL HEIGHTS ARE APPROX. AND WILL BE ADJUSTED AS NEEDED TO ACCOMMODATE
GRADE VARIATIONS
-DRAINAGE LINES (shown as blue lines              ) ARE APPROXIMATE AND MAY BE ADJUSTED TO
ACCOMMODATE EXISTING CONDITIONS
-LANDSCAPE PLANTING AND SEATING AREA AT FRONT OF RESIDENCE ARE SLATED AS PHASE 2
PROJECTS
-STAIR RETURN WALL HEIGHTS WILL BE ADJUSTED AS NEEDED FOR STAIR CONFIGURATION
-SHED LOCATION REFLECTS A 4' SETBACK AS PER CODE REQUIREMENTS
-WALLS AND STEP RISERS TO BE CONSTRUCTED WITH UNILOCK U-CARA WALL SYSTEM, PITCHED
FACE TEXTURE IN GRANITE FUSHION COLOR
-NATURAL BLUESTONE WALL COPING AND STEP TREADS

DRAINAGE

12.5'

4'4"
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