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CRAWFORD & STEARNS 
ARCHITECTS AND  PRESERVATION PLANNERS, PLLC 

 

Crawford & Stearns • Architects and Preservation Planners, PLLC 
Armory Square • Syracuse, New York • 13202 • 315/471-2162 • FAX 315/471-2965 

April 2, 2023 
 
 
Kate Auwaerter 
Syracuse Landmark Preservation Board 
City Hall Commons 
201 East Washington Street 
Syracuse, NY 13202 
 
Re:  Limited Removals Project at the Gustav Stickley House, Syracuse, NY 
 
Dear Kate: 
 
Attached please find photographs and existing condition floor plans with photo key which describe a proposed 
limited removals project for the Gustav Stickley House.   
 
1.   Intent:  All the proposed interior removals will assist Crawford & Stearns in scoping of the Phase 2 

restoration by uncovering now concealed historic finishes, materials, and details. 
 
2. Qualifications: The removals will be completed by Custom Building Unlimited (CBU), a professional 

contracting company that Crawford & Stearns’ office has worked with for over 30 years.  Staff from 
Crawford & Stearns will either be present during key removals or available to meet with the contractor 
following secondary limited removals.   

 
3.   Limited Removals Scope:  All components proposed to be removed date to after Gustav Stickley’s death 

in 1942, and therefore postdate the period of significance. The house was converted to apartments in the 
mid-1940’s and was used that way until the mid-1990’s and all proposed removals fall into that range of 
dates.  A significant renovation project took place in 1985. 

 
a.   Front Stair at First & Second Floor:  The historic 1902 stair was enclosed as part of the renovations 

in the mid-1940s when the house was divided into apartments. We plan to carefully disassemble the 
enclosure at the First floor, salvaging any chestnut wood, and then remove the floor framing infill and 
plywood floor on the Second Floor. We expect to uncover evidence of the locations of the 1902 newel 
posts and railing locations. (Photos 2-7 and 10-11)  

 
b. SW Room Flooring:  The hardwood floor was installed in the SW rooms in 1985.  Proposed work 

includes removals of the tongue & groove hardwood floor and plywood underlayment.  We expect to 
uncover evidence of historic partitions. (Photos 8-9)  

 
c. Second Floor Bathroom:  The Front Second Floor Bathroom is severely deteriorated due to previous 

water damage and the removals scope includes removals of wall, ceiling and floor finishes, and if time 
allows the non-historic toilet fixtures.  (Photo 12)  

 
d. Fireplace Infill:  Proposed scope includes the careful removal of the c.2000 brick infill of the two 

fireplaces at the Second Floor.  All historic tile and trim will remain.  Once the brick is removed we 
will be able to scope the hearth and interior side walls.  (Photos 13-16) 

 
e. Sleeping Porch Door (former):  Proposed project includes careful removal of the 1985 infill of a 

former door from the SW Bedroom to the sleeping porch.  (Photos 17-19) 
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f. Third Floor:  Proposed project includes removal of a limited amount of drywall, a section of 1985 

wall framing, and a small area of plywood flooring at Third Floor.  Early door and trim to be salvaged, 
tagged, and labeled.  Refer to floor plans.  Once drywall is removed we will be able to scope the roof 
framing.  (Photos 20 and 22) 

 
g. Basement Apartment:  Proposed project includes removal of various 1985 apartment finishes in the 

rear portion of the Basement including drywall, flooring, plywood underlayment, trim, false beams, 
and limited amounts of 1985 framing.  Once these items are removed we will be able to appropriately 
scope this area for the future renovation project.  (Photos 23 and 25) 

 
Let me know if you have any questions, my cell is the best way to reach me at 315-382-5328. 
 

 
Regards, Beth Crawford 
 
cc:   L. Avery-Dougherty / Greater Syracuse Land Bank 
 D. Michel / Gustav Stickley Foundation, Inc. 
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GSH-2 Photo 1 / Existing Exterior.  Existing conditions.  No removals or modifications proposed. 
3/15/23, Crawford & Stearns, Architects. 
 

 
GSH-2 Photo 2 / Stair Hall Looking South.  Photo shows the mid-1940s enclosure, outlined in red, 
built of salvaged chestnut from elsewhere in the house and gypsum wall board.  This enclosure was 
constructed mid-1940s during the Wiles family occupancy. See also Photo 3. 3/15/23, Crawford & 
Stearns, Architects. 
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GSH-2  
Photo 3 
Stair Hall Looking SW 
 
Photo shows the mid-1940s 
enclosure.  This enclosure was 
constructed mid-1940s during the 
Wiles family occupancy.  The 
enclosure and the infilled floor 
above the stair allowed the 
construction of a new kitchen in the 
1940s for the Second Floor front 
apartment.  See Photo 4 below for 
1902 image of the open stair. 
 
 
3/15/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
 

 

 
 
GSH2 Photo 4 / First Floor – Stair Hall 1902 
First Floor – Illustration of stair from Stickley’s Craftsman Magazine showing the 1902 Gustav Stickley 
open stair case.   
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GSH2 Photo 5 
First Floor 
Stair Enclosure 
 
Photo shows the historic 1902 
Gustav Stickley chestnut stair (at 
bottom of photo) with mid 1940s 
modifications including gypsum wall 
board (with blue arrows to wall 
board) and infill floor framing above   
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 

 

GSH2 Photo 6 
First Floor 
Stair Enclosure at Ceiling 
 
Photo shows mid 1940s 
modifications including gypsum wall 
board and infilled floor framing at 
ceiling above with Stair Enclosure. 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 7 
First Floor 
Stair Enclosure 
 
Photo shows the historic 1902 
Gustav Stickley chestnut stair (at 
left) with mid 1940s modifications 
including gypsum wall board at 
walls and ceiling.   
 
Note evidence at left side of photo 
of the former spindle pattern on the 
bottom rail of the stair rail. 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 

GSH2 Photo 8 
First Floor  
Southwest corner 
 
Area of Kitchen from 1900-±1960s  
Bedrooms ±1960s-1990s 
 
Photo shows 1985 hardwood 
flooring and plywood underlayment 
to be removed.  If time allows we 
also propose removal of 1985 
gypsum wallboard on walls.   
 
All historic plaster, beadboard 
wainscoting, and trim to remain. 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 9 / First Floor / Southwest room.  Area of original Kitchen from 1900-±1960s / Bedrooms 
±1960s-1990s.  Photo shows 1985 hardwood flooring and plywood underlayment to be removed.   
2/3/23, Crawford & Stearns, Architects. 

 

 

GSH2 Photo 10 
Second Floor  
Stair Hall  
 
Photo shows the area of the historic 
1902 stair that was framed over in 
mid-1940s so the room could be 
used for an apartment kitchen. 
Historic risers and treads exist 
under the plywood and floor 
framing.  Removals of plywood and 
floor framing will most likely reveal 
the original locations of the newel 
posts and handrails. No cabinetry or 
appliances remain from the 
subsequent 1985 kitchen 
renovations.  See Photo 11 for 
evidence of former half newel on 
south wall.  
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 11 
Second Floor  
Stair Hall  
 
South Wall Half Newel location 
 
Photo shows evidence of the  
historic 1902 half newel at Second 
Floor Stair Hall.    
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 

 

GSH2 Photo 12 
Second Floor  
Front Bathroom 
 
Photo shows Front Second Floor 
Bathroom which was added by the 
Wiles Family during their 
ownership.  Removal scope to 
include flooring, and drywall 
removals at walls and ceiling. 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 13 
Second Floor 
Stickley Study 
 
Photo shows South wall of the 
Stickley Study. Proposed scope 
includes careful removal of c.2000 
brick infill of fireplace.  All historic 
tile and trim to remain.   
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 

GSH2 Photo 14 
Second Floor 
Stickley Study 
 
Photo shows fireplace of Stickley 
Study. Proposed scope includes 
careful removal of c.2000 brick infill 
of fireplace.  All historic tile and trim 
to remain.   
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 15 / Second Floor / NW Bedroom.  Photo shows fireplace in NW Bedroom. Proposed 
scope include careful removal of c.2000 brick infill of fireplace.  All historic tile and trim to remain.  2/3/23 
/ Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
 

 

GSH2 Photo 16 
Second Floor 
NW Bedroom 
 
Photo shows detail of fireplace in 
NW Bedroom. Proposed scope 
includes careful removal of c.2000 
brick infill of fireplace.  All historic 
tile and trim to remain.   
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 17 
Second Floor 
Sleeping Porch  
 
Photo shows view looking south in 
Sleeping Porch.  Scope includes 
removal of drywall enclosure (at far 
left of photo) at former door 
location.    
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 

GSH2 Photo 18 
Second Floor 
Sleeping Porch  
 
Project scope includes removal of 
drywall enclosure at former door 
location. 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 19 
Second Floor 
SW Bedroom 
 
Project scope includes removal of 
drywall enclosure at former door 
location, shown in red outline. 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 

 
GSH2 Photo 20 / Third Floor – Former Apartment Kitchen.  Proposed removals include 1985 
plywood floor to allow for examination of historic flooring and framing conditions and removal of 1985 
drywall to allow for examination of the roof framing conditions.  2/3/23 / Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 21 / Third Floor – SE Bedroom 
No removals proposed.  2/3/23, Crawford & Stearns, Architects. 

 

GSH2 Photo 22 
Third Floor – SE Bedroom 
 
Proposed removal of the 1985 
closet enclosure.  Contractor to 
salvage the c.1900 trim, door, and 
baseboard.   
 
This closet enclosure was 
constructed during the 1985 
renovations (based on evidence of 
modern 2 x 4 framing and drywall).  
The door and trim were relocated 
from elsewhere on the Third Floor 
at that time. Door was cut down in 
1985.   
 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 23 - Basement Apartment 
All finishes shown in the above photo date to the 1985 renovation of the Basement Apartment.  
Proposed removals include 1985 flooring, plywood, plastic underlayment, deteriorated drywall, false 
beams, and trim. 2/3/23, Crawford & Stearns, Architects. 
 

 

GSH2 Photo 24 
- Basement Apartment 
 
All finishes shown in the photo date 
to the 1985 renovation of the 
Basement Apartment. Proposed 
removals include 1985 flooring, 
plywood, and plastic underlayment.  
 
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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GSH2 Photo 25 
- Basement Apartment 
 
All finishes shown in the above 
photo date to the 1985 renovation 
of the Basement Apartment.  
Proposed removals include 1985 
flooring, plywood, plastic 
underlayment, deteriorated drywall, 
and 1985 period trim.  
 
2/3/23 
Crawford & Stearns, Architects 
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