










SIDA Application - Response to Question II.C 
 
Applicant Jemal’s Gridley LLC (“Applicant”) is proposing the redevelopment of an 
existing, historic 10-story building located at 101 S. Salina Street (the “Site”) in the City 
of Syracuse (the “Project”).  The Site is the former M&T office building and is one of 
Syracuse’s first steel frame structures.  Built in 1897 for the Onondaga County Savings 
Bank, the Site is comprised of three conjoined buildings (101 S. Salina Street, 140 E 
Genesee Street and 131 Salina Street) and is part of the Hanover Square Historic District.  
The ornate Renaissance ceiling on the main level is the work of Angelo Magnanti, who 
designed the interior of the U.S. Supreme Court Building.  The ceiling was painted by 
William Schwartz in 1931, whose father was president of the Onondaga Bank from 1927 
to 1931, with a replica of a 15th Century astronomer’s map.  The arched murals by 
Schwartz document important events in the history of Onondaga County.  
 
The Project consists of 392,316 gross, developable square feet (including the parking 
garage space) in the heart of downtown Syracuse and is well positioned for transition to 
a mixed-use development.  The top eight floors of the 101 S. Salina Street building and 
the top three floors of the 131 Salina Street building, or approximately 80,000 square 
feet, will be converted into 121 loft-style apartments, featuring a mix of studio, one-
bedroom and two-bedroom units.  These thoughtfully composed residential units will 
offer ample ceiling volume, tall windows, premium finishes, in-unit washer and dryer 
and a host of common area amenities.  The Project will comprise approximately 67,000 
square feet of residential amenities, including a state-of-the-art fitness center, roof-top, 
and open lounge seating areas. 
 
The lobby level and ground floor of the building, which comprises approximately 
40,000 square feet, will be utilized as leasable commercial space.  The original historic 
bank lobby will be cleaned and preserved in situ and converted into a leased event 
space and additional cost center.  Previously existing ground floor retail tenant space 
will be re-organized and streamlined for optimal flexibility and recyclability.  The 
ground floor commercial space outside of the bank lobby will be leased as a 
combination of co-working, retail and commercial office space.  Le Moyne College is an 
existing tenant that will continue to occupy the ground floor of the 140 E Genesee Street 
building for at least an additional five (5) years. 
 
The existing parking structures, comprising approximately 200,000 square feet, will also 
undergo renovations but will remain operational during the reposition efforts.  The 
parking garage will be used to serve tenants and the public, offering daily, weekly and 
monthly parking options.   
 
Currently, there are four part-time employees (two full time equivalent) working at the 
parking garages, who are hired by a parking management company and will be 
retained as part of the Project.  Additionally, the Project is expected to generate three 



full time staff and two part time staff working at the Site.  Furthermore, the Project will 
ultimately bring additional tenants to the building for co-working, retail and 
commercial office space.  Among other potential commercial tenants, who are unknown 
at this time and who will bring new employees to the building, Le Moyne College 
currently employs fifteen people at the Site, who are expected to be retained as part of 
this Project. 
 
The Project will involve retrofitting the interior of the buildings and maintaining the 
architecturally significant shell.  Maintaining the historic fabric of the original lobby 
level and ground floor will play into the final renovation.  All three interconnected 
buildings will be fully renovated with base building upgrades to the HVAC, plumbing 
and electrical systems.  The work will not disturb the existing historic facades, and in 
fact aim to preserve and restore the exterior limestone, masonry, window stone details 
and the astounding murals and ceiling artwork in the bank lobby.  This attention to 
historic preservation necessitates higher construction costs and therefore IDA 
assistance. 
 
Overall, the Project will bring new residential space and life to Syracuse’s downtown, 
while preserving and enhancing one of the City’s most prominent landmarks. 




















